
* Required

Red Tractor Tiered Welfare Standards Consultation 2025
Red Tractor has been asked by the pig industry to consider introducing tiered welfare standards and labelling, similar to 
that introduced for Red Tractor's poultry scheme in 2020.   Red Tractor's Pigs Board is proposing to introduce new 
standards and dedicated product logos for the following: 

Enhanced Welfare: For pork from outdoor-bred or outdoor-reared pigs finished indoors with more space and a 
solid, bedded lying area. 

Free Range: For pork from pigs with continuous outdoor access. 

Subject to consultation feedback, we aim to launch the Enhanced Welfare and Free-Range tiers by the end of this year. 

We’re also exploring a potential new tier: Certified Standards Plus. This would apply to indoor farms using flexible 
farrowing systems (temporary confinement at farrowing) and potentially meeting additional welfare criteria. This tier 
remains under consideration and development. While it won’t launch this year, and may not go ahead at all, we’re 
seeking your early input to inform future discussions. 

Participation in these tiers will be voluntary, unless required by customers. 

We welcome your views and feedback through this consultation, which will remain open until Friday 6th June. 

***It is not possible to part-complete the consultation and return to finish it later. However, you can submit your 
response and then edit your responses afterwards. So if you can't complete it in one sitting, submit your progress and 
then return to edit your response when you're ready to complete it. We will not view or analyse responses until after the 
consultation closes.***

About You

This information will help give Red Tractor and the Red Tractor Pigs Board insights into the types of respondents to the 
consultation, the context against which your comments are made and will also help us to understand the industry bet-
ter including the types of systems and practices employed. This in turn will help inform further discussions about future 
standards and tier development. You are welcome to respond anonymously. Any information shared will be treated 
confidentially and will only be analysed as part of the aggregated responses. We will not be using individual responses 
in isolation or in connection with your assurance and certification.

Name (leave blank if you wish to remain anonymous)

1

Business (leave blank if you wish)

2
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Pig producer

Integrator/Processor

Abattoir (with no integrated supply)

Retailer / Foodservice

Vet

Industry Organisation

Assessor

Other

Respondent type * 

3
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About You continued...

Single farm (or home breeding unit and small number of associated rearing units) 

Multi-farm business

Type of pig producer

16

Yes

No

Do farms within your business currently participate in the RSPCA Assured Pigs Scheme? * 

17

Yes

No

Do you have breeding pigs within your business? * 

18

Conventional farrowing crates

Flexible farrowing (temporary confinement around farrowing only, followed by loose lactation)

Free farrowing (indoor)

Outdoor farrowing

Other

What type of farrowing system do you currently use? (tick all that apply)

19
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How many breeding pigs are within your business? (please indicate numbers/proportion for each 
farrowing system if multiple systems used)

20

Fully slatted (no bedding)

Part solid / part slatted (no bedding)

Part solid / part slatted with bedding

Solid floor deep bedded straw

Outdoor

Other

What system are your dry sows housed in? (select all that apply or skip to next question if not 
applicable)

21

If you selected more than one system in the question above, please indicate approximate number of 
sows / percentage of production within each system

22

Yes

No

Are you involved with rearing pigs (post-weaning) within your business? * 

23
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Indoor fully slatted (no bedding)

Indoor part solid / part slatted (no bedding)

Indoor part solid / part slatted (with bedding)

Indoor solid floor deep bedded straw

Outdoor-reared (to 30/40kg)

Free range

Other

In what system are your growing pigs reared?  (select all that apply)

24

How many rearing pigs are within your business? (please indicate approximate numbers for each 
system if multiple systems used)

25

Yes - vehicle/trailer audited as part of my Pig farm audit

Yes - vehicles are assured under Livestock Transport Scheme

No - we only use commercial / third party haulier(s)

Do you do any of your own transport of pigs? (select all that apply)

26
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Red Tractor's proposed Tiered Welfare Labelling

We are seeking your insights into Red Tractor Pigs Board's proposed tiered welfare standards and labelling approach.
We believe that introducing Red Tractor’s Enhanced Welfare and Free Range standards, and the new logos, could bring 
real benefits across the board. 
Outdoor-bred pig producers often have to join multiple assurance schemes, leading to extra audits and added 
costs. By offering a single Red Tractor assurance option producers could streamline their certification, cut down on du-
plicate audits and reduce complexity and cost. This proposal supports Red Tractor’s commitment—following the Farm 
Assurance Review—to make on-farm audits simpler and more efficient. 

Similarly, processors using multiple assurance logos currently pay two licence fees—and deal with more 
admin. Switching to Red Tractor’s Enhanced Welfare tier could lower licensing costs and simplify packaging and supply 
chain processes.

Currently, shoppers and diners are faced with too many logos and claims on packs and menus. It’s confusing and often 
unclear what each one means. Red Tractor’s proposed labelling would simplify the shopping experience, offer a clear, 
trusted guide to how pork was produced and provide reassurance that pork products, regardless of tier, meet high 
standards for animal welfare, safety, traceability, and the environment. And with Red Tractor being the UK’s most re-
cognised and trusted farm assurance scheme, shoppers can feel confident in what they’re buying. 

None of the questions are mandatory. If a question is not relevant to you or you do not have a view, please skip it and 
move to the next question.

Yes

No

Would you like to answer some general questions about the tiered welfare labelling approach?

27

Yes

No

Not Sure

Do you support the general principle of Red Tractor developing tiered standards and labelling for 
the pig sector?

28

Yes

No

Not sure

Are you supportive of Red Tractor launching a voluntary tier with standards for outdoor 
breeding/rearing and straw-based finishing (currently proposed to be labelled as Red Tractor 
Enhanced Welfare)?

29
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Yes

No

Not sure

Are you supportive of Red Tractor launching a voluntary tier with standards for free range finishing 
(which could carry Red Tractor's Free Range logo)?

30

If you have further comments to expand on your responses to the above questions please do so 
here

31

Yes 

No - should be outdoor breeding only

Do you agree that the proposed Enhanced Welfare tier should include indoor free farrowing (zero 
confinement) and indoor dry sows on straw?

32

If you have further comments to expand on your response to the above question please do so here

33

Yes

No 

Not Sure

Do you think Red Tractor should continue to explore and develop the Certified Standards Plus tier 
for indoor pig production with flexible farrowing as it's key hallmark? (Please note, it would not be 
launched without further consultation)

34
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If you have further comments to expand on your response to the question above please do so here

35

Yes

No

Not sure

Do you agree with the proposed labelling of the tiers? i.e. Certified Standards Plus for an "indoor 
plus" tier, Enhanced Welfare for an outdoor-bred/ straw-based finishing tier, Free Range for pigs 
finished free range? For more detail about the research behind the proposed labelling, head to the 
consultation page on the Red Tractor website: https://redtractorassurance.org.uk/pigs-standards-
and-labeling-proposals-consultation/ 

36

If you have further comments to expand on your response to the above question please do so here

37
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Amendments to Red Tractor Pigs Scheme core standards

As part of the development of the standards, the Red Tractor Pig Scheme standards were benchmarked against the re-
quirements of the main alternative assurance scheme for outdoor-bred pork. In order for the Red Tractor Enhanced 
Welfare standards to be considered equivalent with other assurance scheme requirements, which is necessary to en-
sure greater chance of uptake by supply chain customers, some new requirements and amendments are needed to the 
Red Tractor Pigs Scheme core standards. These are requirements that the Red Tractor Technical Advisory Committee 
(TAC) agreed should be required for all Red Tractor scheme members, not just those participating in the Enhanced 
Welfare / Free Range tiers, as they represent best practice. They are also aimed at ensuring the additional tiers are es-
tablished on a strong foundation of core standards. 

For each proposal, we ask you to indicate whether you agree with the TAC that it should be adopted and should apply 
to all producers via the Core standards, or whether you believe it should only be required of producers participating in 
the Enhanced Welfare/Free Range tiers.

Red text indicates new/amended wording. Text with strikethrough indicates removed wording

The fourth column - "Enterprises" - indicates which tier the requirements apply to: CS = Certified Standards (core Pigs 
Scheme), EW = Enhanced Welfare, FR = Free Range

None of the questions are mandatory. If a question or proposed standard is not relevant to you or you do not have a 
view, please skip it and move to the next question.

Yes

No

Would you like to review and provide feedback on the proposed changes to Red Tractor's core Pigs 
Scheme standards?

38
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Yes - as part of Core

Yes - for EW/FR tiers only

Partially

No

DP.1.1.b - do you support the inclusion of this new audit point? This is proposed to ensure 
equivalence with other existing assurance scheme requirements. The TAC agreed this detail would 
aid auditing of stocking density and act as a useful resource for stockpeople to ensure pigs are 
stocked to correct capacity

39

Already doing

Not doing yet

DP.1.1.b - is this something you are already doing/have in place?

40

DP.1.1.b - if you have feedback to add please do so here

41
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Yes - as part of Core

Yes - for EW/FR tiers only

Partially

No

DP.6 - do you support the inclusion of this new standard? This is proposed to ensure equivalence 
with other existing assurance scheme requirements and so that Red Tractor is aware and can discuss 
with members where standards may be compromised, e.g. due to trial work. 

42

Already doing

Not doing currently

Not applicable

DP.6 - is this something you are already doing/have in place?

43

DP.6 - if you have feedback to add please do so here

44
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Yes - as part of Core

Yes - for EW/FR tiers only

Partially

No

TI.1.e - do you support the inclusion of this new audit point? This is proposed to ensure equivalence 
with other existing assurance scheme requirements. The aim is to keep slapmarking, a practice that 
potentially causes pain and stress, to a minimum 

45

Already doing

Not doing currently

TI.1.e - is this something you are already doing/have in place?

46

TI.1.e - if you have feedback to add please do so here

47
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Yes

Partially

No

VC.6 - do you support the inclusion of this new standard? Proposed for inclusion because flies can 
present a disease and food safety risk and a nuisance to pigs and stockpeople

48

Already doing

Not doing currently

Not applicable

VC.6 - is this something you are already doing/have in place?

49

VC.6 - if you have feedback to add please do so here

50
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Yes

Partially

No

HF.11.c - do you support the inclusion of this new audit point? Aimed at ensuring existing scheme 
requirements around stocking density are met in lairage/collection areas used for pigs awaiting 
transport, including weaned piglets and finishers

51

Already doing

Not doing currently

Not applicable

HF.11.c - is this something you are already doing/have in place?

52

HF.11.c - if you have feedback to add please do so here

53
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Yes - as part of Core

Yes - for EW/FR tiers only

Partially

No

AH.2.b - do you support the amendment of this existing audit point? This is proposed to ensure 
equivalence with other existing assurance scheme requirements.

54

Already doing

Not doing currently

AH.2.b - is this something you are already doing/have in place?

55

AH.2.b - if you have feedback to add please do so here

56
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Yes - as part of Core

Yes - for EW/FR tiers only

Partially

No

AH.8.1.d - do you support the inclusion of this new audit point? This is proposed to ensure 
equivalence with other existing assurance scheme requirements.

57

Already doing

Not doing currently

AH.8.1.d - is this something you are already doing/have in place?

58

AH.8.1.d - if you have feedback to add please do so here

59
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Yes - as part of Core

Yes - for EW/FR tiers only

Partially

No

AH.9.4.a - do you support the inclusion of this new audit point? This is proposed to ensure 
equivalence with other existing assurance scheme requirements.

60

Already doing

Not doing currently

AH.9.4.a - is this something you are already doing/have in place?

61

AH.9.4.a - if you have feedback to add please do so here

62
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Yes - as part of Core

Yes - for EW/FR tiers only

Partially

No

AH.9.5 - do you support the amendment of this existing standard? This is proposed to ensure 
equivalence with other existing assurance scheme requirements.

63

Already doing

Not doing currently

AH.9.5 - is this something you are already doing/have in place?

64

AH.9.5 - if you have feedback to add please do so here

65
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Yes - as part of Core

Yes - for EW/FR tiers only

Partially

No

AH.13.c / AH.14 - do you support the inclusion of AH.13.c and removal of AH.14? Proposed for 
inclusion to align with other assurance schemes and due to concerns about ability to ensure good 
hygiene and piglet management in these systems

66

AH.13.c / AH.14 - if you have feedback to add please do so here

67

3 months or less

3 - 6 months

12 months

More than 12 months

N/A - rescue decks are not used within my business

If you currently use rescue decks or similar, how much notice would you need to cease their use?

68
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If you have comments regarding your answer above please include them here. If you indicated you 
would require more than 3 months' notice please include your reasons.

69

Yes - as part of Core

Yes - for EW/FR tiers only

Partially

No

HP.3.2.a - do you support the amendment of this existing audit point? Recommended by our Task & 
Finish group to ensure robust requirements are in place where tail docking is carried out, in 
particular that persons carrying out tail docking remain competent in the procedure

70

Already doing

Not doing currently

Not applicable

HP.3.2.a - is this something you are already doing/have in place?

71
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HP.3.2.a - if you have feedback to add please do so here

72

Yes - as part of Core

Yes - for EW/FR tiers only

Partially

No

HP.4.1.a - do you support the amendment of this existing audit point? 

73

Already doing

Not doing currently

Not applicable

HP.4.1.a - is this something you are already doing/have in place?

74

HP.4.1.a - if you have feedback to add please do so here

75
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Yes - as part of Core

Yes - for EW/FR tiers only

Partially

No

HP.4.2 - do you support the inclusion of this new recommendation? This is proposed to ensure 
equivalence with other existing assurance scheme requirements and to promote best practice

76

Already doing

Not doing currently

Not applicable

HP.4.2 - is this something you are already doing/have in place?

77

HP.4.2 - if you have feedback to add please do so here

78
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Yes - as part of Core

Yes - for EW/FR tiers only

Partially

No

HP.5.a - do you support the amendment of this existing audit point?

79

Already doing

Not doing currently

Not applicable

HP.5.a - is this something you are already doing/have in place?

80

HP.5.a - if you have feedback to add please do so here

81
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Yes - as part of Core

Yes - for EW/FR tiers only

Partially

No

BI.12.a - do you support the inclusion of this new audit point? This is proposed to ensure 
equivalence with other existing assurance scheme requirements.

82

Already doing

Not doing currently

Not applicable

BI.12.a - is this something you are already doing/have in place?

83

BI.12.a - if you have feedback to add please do so here

84
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Yes - as part of Core

Yes - for EW/FR tiers only

Partially

No

LT.4.1 - do you support the inclusion of this new standard? Recommended by the Task & Finish 
group in part to align with other assurance scheme requirements, but also to ensure that where pre-
transport feed withdrawal is practiced it is not for too long so as not to cause prolonged hunger. The 
standard does not require feed to be withdrawn prior to transport as it was recognised there are 
challenges around this

85

Already doing

Not doing currently

Not applicable

LT.4.1 - is this something you are already doing/have in place?

86

LT.4.1 - if you have feedback to add please do so here

87

4/28/25, 2:10 PM Red Tractor Tiered Welfare Standards Consultation 2025

https://forms.office.com/Pages/DesignPageV2.aspx?origin=NeoPortalPage&subpage=design&id=viyyMsg0_E6C0aQUypdiwESGSAnV0OJPjHj… 31/60

Yes - as part of Core

Yes - for EW/FR tiers only

Partially

No

LT.4.2.b - do you support the inclusion of this new audit point? This is proposed to ensure 
equivalence with other existing assurance scheme requirements.

88

Already doing

Not doing currently

Not applicable

LT.4.2.b - is this something you are already doing/have in place?

89

LT.4.2.b - if you have feedback to add please do so here

90
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Yes - as part of Core

Yes - for EW/FR tiers only

Partially

No

LT.6 - do you support the amendment of LT.6.b and inclusion of LT.6.c?

91

Already doing

Not doing currently

Not applicable

LT.6 - is this something you are already doing/have in place?

92

LT.6 - if you have feedback to add please do so here

93
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Yes - as part of Core

Yes - for EW/FR tiers only

Partially

No

LT.9.d - do you support the inclusion of this new audit point? This is proposed to ensure equivalence 
with other existing assurance scheme requirements.

94

Already doing

Not doing currently

Not applicable

LT.9.d - is this something you are already doing/have in place?

95

LT.9.d - if you have feedback to add please do so here

96
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Enhanced Welfare and Free Range proposed standards

To shape the new tiered standards, Red Tractor brought together a group of industry experts through our Technical 
Advisory Committee (TAC) for Pigs, supported by a dedicated Task and Finish group. This smaller working group in-
cluded a mix of TAC members and four additional pig producers, representing free range systems, flexible farrowing, 
and both indoor and outdoor production experience. 

Over the course of six detailed meetings, the group worked through the proposed standards, debating, refining, and 
ensuring the content was practical, evidence-based, and aligned with industry needs. Their final proposals were then 
submitted to the Red Tractor Pigs Board for review and inclusion in our consultation.  

The proposed standards for our new Enhanced Welfare and Free Range tiers are designed to align with existing market 
requirements for outdoor-bred and free range pig production. This alignment is key to helping these new Red Tractor 
tiers gain broad support across the supply chain. In general, there’s very little difference between the Red Tractor pro-
posals and current requirements being met on outdoor and free range farms. Where we have diverged, we’ve done so 
to make the standards clearer, more practical, and easier to audit, leaving out anything that didn’t feel relevant or 
workable. 

Red text indicates new/amended wording. Text with strikethrough indicates removed wording

Standards highlighted in blue are existing Red Tractor requirements moved from the Outdoor Pig section

The fourth column - "Enterprises" - indicates which tier the requirements apply to: CS = Certified Standards (core Pigs 
Scheme), EW = Enhanced Welfare, FR = Free Range

None of the questions are mandatory. If a question or proposed standard is not relevant to you or you do not have a 
view, please skip it and move to the next question.

Yes

No

Would you like to review and provide feedback on the proposed Enhanced Welfare and Free Range 
tier standards?

97
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Yes

Partially

No

TI.5.j and TI.5.k - do you support the inclusion of these audit points as requirements for the 
Enhanced Welfare and Free Range tiers, respectively?

98

TI.5.j and TI.5.k - if you have feedback to add please do so here

99
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Yes

Partially

No

HF.3.2 - do you support the inclusion of this standard as a requirement for the Enhanced Welfare 
and Free Range tiers?

100

HF.3.2 - if you have feedback to add please do so here

101
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Yes

Partially

No

HF.6.a - do you support the inclusion of this audit point as a requirement for the Enhanced Welfare 
tiers? Please skip this question if not relevant to you

102

HF.6.b - if you have feedback to add please do so here
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Yes

Partially

No

HF.6.c - do you support the inclusion of this new audit point as a requirement for the Enhanced 
Welfare tier? Please skip this question if not relevant to you

104

HF.6.c - if you have feedback to add please do so here
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Yes

Partially

No

HF.6.d - do you support the inclusion of this audit point (and associated guidance) as a requirement 
for the Free Range tier ? Please skip this question if not relevant to you

106

HF.6.d - if you have feedback to add please do so here
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Yes

Partially

No

HF.6.1 - do you support the inclusion of audit points HF.6.1.f, HF.6.1.g and HF.6.1.j as requirements 
for the Enhanced Welfare tier? Please skip this question if not relevant to you

108

HF.6.1 - if you have feedback to add please do so here
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Yes

Partially

No

HF.7.d - do you support the inclusion of this audit point as a requirement for the Enhanced Welfare 
and Free Range tiers? Recommended for inclusion in recognition of the potential for pigs reared in 
mixed sex groups to experience welfare issues associated with aggression and mounting around 
puberty. Whilst also recognising there are challenges to delivering split sex rearing in practice and 
experience and evidence on farm may suggest it is not necessary. If adopted, guidance will be 
provided to members regarding how and when to share the evidence dossier and what it should 
include.

110

HF.7 - if you have feedback to add please do so here
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Yes

Partially

No

The current proposal is that the Enhanced Welfare tier, which will primarily cover outdoor-bred pig 
production, should allow indoor zero confinement farrowing (as opposed to flexible farrowing with 
temporary confinement). Therefore the audit points proposed below are for those doing total free 
farrowing indoors. They do not require any producers to do indoor free farrowing, but are required 
for those that are and who wish to participate in the Enhanced Welfare tier. HF.9 - do you support 
the inclusion of audit points HF.9.d, HF.9.e and HF.9.f as a requirement for indoor free farrowing as 
part of the Enhanced Welfare tier? Please skip the question if it is not relevant to you or you do not 
have a view

112

HF.9 - if you have feedback to add please do so here
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Yes

Partially

No

HF.9.1 - do you support the inclusion of HF.9.1.d and HF.9.1.e? Again, these would only be 
requirements for producers doing indoor free farrowing (zero confinement) and who wish to 
participate in the Enhanced Welfare tier. Please skip the question if it is not relevant to you or you do 
not have a view

114

HF.9.1 - if you have feedback to add please do so here
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Yes

Partially

No

HF.9.2.b - do you support the inclusion of this audit point as a requirement for the Enhanced Welfare 
tier? Recommended by the Task & Finish group for inclusion in the Enhanced Welfare tier as research 
has demonstrated that giving sows sufficient time to settle into their farrowing accommodation 
reduces farrowing duration, incidence of mastitis and therefore impacts piglet mortality. 

116

HF.9.2.b - if you have feedback to add please do so here

117

Yes

Partially

No

HF.9.5.d - do you support the inclusion of this audit point as a requirement for the Enhanced Welfare 
tier?
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HF.9.5.d - if you have feedback to add please do so here

119

Yes

Partially

No

FW.1.1 - do you support the inclusion of this standard as a requirement for the Enhanced Welfare 
and Free Range tiers? 

120

FW.1.1 - if you have feedback to add please do so here
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Yes

Partially

No

FW.2.d and FW.2.f - do you support the inclusion of these audit points as a requirement of the 
Enhanced Welfare and Free Range tiers?

122

FW.2.d & FW.2.f - if you have feedback to add please do so here
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Yes

Partially

No

FW.3.e - do you support the inclusion of this audit point as a requirement for the Enhanced Welfare 
and Free Range tiers?

124

FW.3.e - if you have feedback to add please do so here
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Yes

Partially

No

HP.1.g - do you support the inclusion of this audit point as a requirement for the Free Range tier? 
(please skip this question if not relevant to you)

126

HP.1.g - if you have feedback to add please do so here

127
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Yes

Partially

No

HP.3.2.f - do you support the inclusion of this audit point as a requirement for the Enhanced Welfare 
tier? (Feedback on HP.3.2.a can be provided in the previous section as it is a change to the Core 
Standards)

128

HP.3.2.f - if you have feedback to add please do so here
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Yes

Partially

No

BI.12.c & BI.12.d - do you support the inclusion of these audit points as requirements for the 
Enhanced Welfare tier? (Feedback on BI.12.a can be provided in the previous section as it is a change 
to the Core Standards)

130

BI.12.c & BI.12.d - if you have feedback to add please do so here
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Yes

Partially

No

LT.4.2.c - do you support the inclusion of this audit point as a requirement for the Enhanced Welfare 
and Free Range tiers?

132

LT.4.2.c - if you have feedback to add please do so here

133

Yes

Partially

No

EC.1.4 - do you support the inclusion of this standard as a requirement for the Enhanced Welfare 
and Free Range tiers?
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EC.1.4 - if you have feedback to add please do so here

135

Yes

No

Do you feel there is anything missing from the proposed requirements which could impact 
acceptability of the Enhanced Welfare / Free Range modules by the market? 

136

If you would like to comment further on your response to the above question please do so here
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Transition away from Farrowing Crates

Introducing a Red Tractor Certified Standards Plus module and logo could help support the pig sector’s transition to al-
ternative farrowing systems.  There’s growing industry momentum for a voluntary move to flexible farrowing systems, 
where sows are only temporarily confined during farrowing. The National Pig Association is lobbying for this to be in-
dustry-led, rather than government-mandated. Red Tractor has supported the pig industry’s voluntary initiatives before, 
like antibiotic use reporting, and could do the same here by providing clear standards for flexible farrowing.  With a 
clear timeline and approach to a transition, established through Red Tractor’s standards, Government may see that le-
gislation is not necessary.  

That said, this is a rapidly evolving area. With ongoing uncertainty around Government legislation and the potential of 
grant funding to support the transition, the Red Tractor Pigs Board has decided not to launch this tier, or any other re-
quirements around phasing out of farrowing crates, at the same time as the Enhanced Welfare and Free Range options 
later this year. However, the Pigs Board are seeking insights into individual pig producer's plans to transition away from 
conventional farrowing crates, the wider industry's approach, and your views on Red Tractor's potential role in support-
ing the transition. Feedback provided in this section will be used to inform Red Tractor Pigs Board's future discussions. 
Any changes or new initiatives would be subject to further consultation. 

None of the questions are mandatory. If a question is not relevant to you or you do not have a view, please skip it and 
move to the next question.

Yes

No

Would you like to answer questions about industry's transition away from using farrowing crates? 

138

Yes

Maybe

No

The Buildings Supplier Forum has committed voluntarily to refrain from installing new conventional 
farrowing crates, instead advising customers on alternative pen designs with reduced confinement. 
The National Pig Association supports this approach as detailed in its public Position Paper on 
Flexible Farrowing Systems. Red Tractor is considering supporting this voluntary industry 
commitment by prohibiting installation of new and second-hand crates (apart from repair or 
replacement of individual crates) on Red Tractor pig units. Would you be supportive of Red Tractor 
doing so?

139

If you would like to comment further on your answer to the question above please do so here
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Yes - new

Yes - second-hand

No

Not Applicable

If you are a pig producer, do you anticipate installing new or second-hand conventional farrowing 
crates on your unit(s) within the next 3 years? (i.e. replacing all crates in an existing farrowing house 
or installing crates in a new farrowing house. If you only anticipate repairing/replacing individual 
crates within existing accommodation answer 'No')

141

If you would like to expand on your answer to the above question, please do so here

142

Less than 5 years old

5-10 years old

10 - 20 years old

More than 20 years old

Not applicable

If you are a pig producer with conventional farrowing crates, approximately what age is your existing 
farrowing accommodation? If you have a mixture of ages please indicate the age of your oldest 
farrowing accommodation.

143
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Within the next 12 months

In 12 months - 5 years' time

5-10 years' time

More than 10 years

I would have to exit the industry rather than transition

Not applicable

If you are a pig producer with conventional farrowing crates, when do you anticipate beginning to 
transition to flexible (temporary confinement around farrowing) or free farrowing?

144

Flexible farrowing

Free farrowing (indoor)

Not sure

Other

Are you considering installing flexible farrowing (temporary confinement around farrowing) or free 
farrowing (zero confinement)? 

145

<6m2

6 - 6.2m2

6.24m2

6.5m2

>6.5m2

Not sure

A mixture of different sizes

What total pen size are you considering installing for flexible farrowing?

146
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6 - 6.5m2

6.5 - 7m2

7 - 7.5m2

>7.5m2

Not sure

A mixture of different sizes

What total pen size are you considering installing for free farrowing?

147

If you would like to comment further on your response to the above question re pen sizes please do 
so here

148

New buildings only

Mixture of new buildings and retrofitting existing

Retrofitting existing buildings only

Not sure

Will you be installing new farrowing accommodation as part of your planned transition?

149

Yes, and they should be prohibited within 10 years

Yes, and they should be prohibited within 15 years

Yes, and they should be prohibited within 20 years

Yes but unsure what timeframe

No - Red Tractor should not do this yet

Would you be supportive of Red Tractor establishing a time point after which conventional farrowing 
crates would be prohibited? 
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If you would like to comment further on your response to the above question please do so here

151

Yes - asap

Yes - but wait to align with legal requirements 

Not yet

Not sure

Should Red Tractor publish a specification for flexible farrowing outlining the standards (pen size, 
maximum duration of confinement, flooring type etc) which must be met by anyone adopting 
flexible farrowing (i.e. only for those opting to do it; for those with conventional crates the existing 
standards would apply until such time that farrowing crates are prohibited)?

152

If you would like to comment further on your response to the above question please do so here

153

Yes

No

Not sure

If Red Tractor were to publish a specification for flexible farrowing, including minimum pen size, we 
would likely to seek to ensure that any early adopters of flexible/free farrowing not meeting the 
specification are not penalised unduly. This would possibly involve granting "grandfather rights" for 
any alternative farrowing systems installed before the Red Tractor specification was published / 
before a certain date, e.g. through issuing derogations to those farms. Would you be supportive of 
this approach? 
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If you would like to comment further on your response to the above question please do so here

155
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This content is neither created nor endorsed by Microsoft. The data you submit will be sent to the form owner.

Microsoft Forms

End of the Consultation

Thank you for taking the time to respond to our consultation, your views are really important to us. 

***If you have not managed to answer all the questions that you would like to, you cannot save the form for comple-
tion later, however you can submit your response and then edit your responses afterwards. So if you can't com-
plete it in one sitting, submit your progress and then return to edit your response when you're ready to complete it. 
We will not view or analyse responses until after the consultation closes.***
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